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Dear Parents and Carers,
To all our School Community, a warm welcome back from all the staff, governors and children to the new
school year and the next stage of your child’s education with us here at Swanmead. I hope that
everyone has enjoyed a pleasant time over the course of the Summer break and is refreshed ready for
the year ahead.
Particularly to our new parents and carers, it is great to have you join us. We hope that your children
will be very happy and successful during the course of their time at Swanmead. We make it our duty to
ensure that they get the very best in terms of the education and opportunities they receive during their
time in our care.
Last Wednesday, we were delighted to welcome a total of 87 new pupils across the school. The regular
combination of excitement and nerves was present on this very important day of change for our young
people. The school has enjoyed a highly successful couple of days back. The atmosphere is positive, fun
and focussed. It is an honour and privilege to be Headteacher at this committed and forever-advancing
school.
As well as our new children, we also welcome some new faces to our staff team. Two very experienced
teachers start the school with Mrs Copleston the new face in our Maths department and Mr Curran
joining us as our new teacher of Design and Technology. Making a welcome return to the school is Mrs
Donkersley, who after a two year absence, is back at Swanmead teaching English – it’s great to have her
back! We are also delighted to welcome Miss Harber and Miss Storey to the school as our Apprentice
Teaching Assistants and finally Mrs Ingram (not to be confused with our very own Miss Ingram!) joins
the Admin Team as our afternoon School Receptionist. Like our new children, I know all the school
community will welcome our new staff and wish them well in all they do to support your children.
Myself and my colleagues look forward to seeing you around the school throughout the course of the
year as we continue our work together for your children.

Mark Walker
Headteacher

New House Captains appointed
Introducing to you all our three new House
Captains for 2019/2020.
Year 8 pupils Noah B (Herne), Emma P (Minster)
and Evan G (Isle) take the reins in leading their
house and playing a huge part in helping improve
and develop the school. These pupils have worked
so hard during their time at Swanmead and very
much deserve this opportunity to represent the
pupils in their house. Our congratulations to them
and their families on being selected. We all wish
you good luck in your new roles.
Success Shields – Summer 2019
Congratulations to the following pupils for winning the
Success Shield at the end of last Summer term. This
award is made each half-term to a pupil in each year
group who makes significant progress:
Year 5:
Year 6:
Year 7:
Year 8:

Emma J
Cade E
Harrison R
Katie B (not pictured)

Check us out on the web!
I remind parents of our school website and this always contains updated information about the school.
From policies and previous newsletters to staff information and news of our latest school performance, you
can find us on:

www.swanmeadschool.co.uk

Also online;
Follow us on Facebook – ‘Swanmead Community School’
Art Twitter Page: @SwanmeadArt
Safeguarding
Safeguarding is high priority at Swanmead. We take every opportunity to ensure that our pupils’ safety is
paramount. We want our pupils to be healthy and happy and to develop well both physically and mentally.
The school follows the latest Government Guidance to ensure we are fulfilling our duties in this important
area. The Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) and contact at School is Mark Walker and our Deputy
Safeguarding Lead is Jude Hattersley. Our Safeguarding Governor is Mrs Marian Gamper.
The School’s Safeguarding policy can be found online at:
http://swanmeadschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/POLICY-10-Safeguarding-1.pdf
If you have any concerns about the safety of a child you can phone Somerset Direct on 0300 123 2224.

Parent App
If you’re not involved already then over the next week or so we’ll be sending you an
email to sign up for our ‘Parents App’. This enables you to use your device in order to
check your child’s attendance and behaviour whilst in school and also to receive your
child’s report at the end of every term. We’ve had this for a year now and we
encourage parents to sign up to get this free app onto their phones/tablets. Watch
out for the email over the next few school days.

Swanmead as a ‘host’ kitchen
Over the Summer holidays the school kitchen has had quite a
substantial refurbishment in preparation for becoming a ‘host’
kitchen for our caterers BAM FM. Whereas previously, food
was cooked and distributed to local schools from Taunton, the
Swanmead kitchen now acts as a local Hub kitchen for local
schools cooking 450 meals each day that are now transported
from Swanmead. BAM FM has six staff working in our kitchen
during the course of a working week and we look forward to
working alongside them successfully with this project. Please
do check out the menus later on in this newsletter and
encourage your children to give the meals a try. They really are delicious!
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5.30 p.m.

Meeting of The Governing Body – Room 5

6.45 p.m.
SCOFF AGM – Room 5
PSHE Focus – Day 1
9.30 a.m. and 6.30 p.m. – 8.15 p.m. Open Day and Evening
Year 5 Residential Trip - Osmington Bay
Year 5 Residential Trip - Osmington Bay
5.30 p.m.
Meeting of The Governing Body – Room 5
Year 5 Residential Trip - Osmington Bay
Final Day of the Half Term

Half Term – Monday, 28th October 2018 – Friday, 1st November 2019
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INSET DAY
First Day back after Half Term

