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Dear Parents and Carers
So, an interesting few weeks for the school with the announcement of us intending to convert to an
Academy. I enjoyed the opportunity last week to talk to the children about this and there was genuine
excitement. A large part of my time this week, together with Bridgwater and Taunton College Trust, is
completing the application process with us hoping to send this off by the end of the week. More to follow
on this, of course.
Children hopefully have been coming home talking about epraise.
This is our new interactive rewards system that we launched with
children last week. We’re still finding our way with it but I think
it’s going to be really popular with both your children and indeed you as parents. Many schools across
the country use this system and, wherever it is used well, it really does have impact on children’s effort,
resilience and attendance to school. As you know, this is one of our big targets as a school. Do get your
children to show you how it works and, at some point, we’ll introduce parents and carers to their own
means of accessing their child’s epraise homepage to check on the progress of their children.
You may recall from our Ofsted Inspection last year (Feb 2018) that one of our targets was to ‘Improve
communication with parents and carers to inform them of their child’s progress and how they can
support their child to improve.’ Parental use of epraise and also our new Parent App, that you were
introduced to last week, are the steps we are taking to ensure we address this. Improving parents’
knowledge of their children at school is such a key aspect of their success in school. We hope you like
these new developments.
Finally, today your child has brought home some information about our SCOFF Family Race Night on
Friday 29th March. I urge as many of you as possible to get involved and support the school on our
quest to raise £1000. The event starts at 7.00 p.m. but I encourage as many families and community
members to support the event by buying a race horse for £5.00 before the night in order to be a big part
of proceedings and for a chance to win a price.
I will write to you later in the month.
Mark Walker
Headteacher
Check us out and follow us
www.swanmeadschool.co.uk
Twitter - @Swanmead School
Facebook – Swanmead Community School

Headteacher’s Commendations
Superb Discursive Writing on Hunting
Quality Geography Work on Palm Oil
Emilee-Jade Phippen Amber Stayne
Ruby Charles
Lacey Madge
Poppy Rich Sean Timson
Riley Clifford

Anya Briggs
Nancy Pattisson
Leyla Tunç

Recognition of Effort Award
Creating a Myth
Sonny Thompson
Samuel Sibley
Ellie Vaughan-Mitchell
Denver Stokes

Understanding Fractions
Ryan Muxworthy
Jodie Harris
Grace Prouse

House Points – Platinum
Frances Evers

Zoe Neal

House Points – Gold

Evie-May Woodard

Ellie Vaughan-Mitchell Frances Evers Casey Allen
Evie-May Woodard
Zoe Neal Sonny Thompson

Numeracy Ninjas
Numeracy Ninjas - Grand Master Pen Prize (23 x Black Belts)
Emma Wheeler Leo Rich Jaike Neale Connor Swain

Numeracy Ninjas – Grand Master Ruler Prize (18 x Black Belts)
Amelia Smith Lilly De’Ath Robert Lock

Numeracy Ninjas - Grand Master Rubber Prize (13 x Black Belts)
Isabel Fowler Summer Stoodley Jack Belobaba

Numeracy Ninjas – Grand Master Pencil Prize (8 x Black Belts)
Toby Ward

Numeracy Ninjas – Grand Master
Maddie Perry Ollie Upshall

Katie Bolland Judah Cooke Charlie Newbury Ben Muxworthy
Riley Bower Kira Hole

Numeracy Ninjas – Black Belt
Elliott O’Nions

Success Shield Winners
Congratulations to the following pupils for winning the
Success Shield for the first half of the Spring Term for
their year group. This award is made each half-term to
a pupil in each year group who makes significant
progress:
Year 5: Percy Baker
Year 6: Mekenzie Bristow
Year 7: Billy Lune
Year 8: Kelsey Paul

Alex gains new personal best in the pool!
Swanmead congratulates
Alex Probert who, over the
half term break, smashed
his distance times. The Year
7 pupil, who joined the wellregarded Burnham-on-Sea
Swimming Academy just six
weeks ago, swam 1 mile in
just 44 minutes. Alex
currently trains 3-4 times
each week on his swimming
and has already competed
for the team, helping them
win second place at a Gala
in Bristol. Well done Alex,
keep us informed of your
progress and success.

Parents’ Evening Letters
Letters for Year 7 Parents’ Evening go out this week. It
has been a year or so since we formally saw parents in
this year group so I strongly encourage parents to come
along and find out how your child is progressing.
Year 7 Parents’ Evening
Tuesday 19th March
4.00 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
Letters for Year 5 Parents’ Evening will follow after the
Easter break in preparation for your event.
Year 5 Parents’ Evening
Tuesday 14th May
4.00 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.

Cardiff 2019
Year 6 were great fun and fantastic ambassadors for our school when we took them for a
three day residential visit to Cardiff before the half term. 65 children made the trip over to
the Welsh capital for an action packed residential. Day 1 saw the children taken to Cardiff
Castle and, after a guided tour of the impressive inside, all children climbed to the top to
enjoy a panoramic view of the city. In the evening, children journeyed to the Odeon Cinema
to watch Lego:The Movie 2. Day 2 started in the Welsh valleys and to the mining town of
Blaenavon. Whilst there, children went to the well-known ‘Big Pit’ where they enjoyed a
guided tour underground experiencing life as a welsh miner. After returning back to Cardiff,
a real highlight of the trip was to visit the Principality Stadium. Children had the opportunity
to climb to the very top of the stadium to take in the breath-taking views, as well as taking
in the sights from the stadium’s most expensive seats and even the Royal Box. After an
evening ten-pin bowling on the Tuesday evening, the final stop was to Techniquest Science
Park on the final morning.

